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Colonel Hammond, took charge of the king ; whether Hammond was for parlia-
ment or for the army was uncertain. Although the king was so strictly guarded
as to be unable to escape to the Continent, Charles's friends nevertheless managed
to communicate with him and to put him in touch with the Scots, now thoroughly
alarmed at the growing Independent ascendancy in England. The result was
the outbreak of the " Second Civil War," with the object of restoring Charles
to the throne.

The Second Civil War began in Wales where the Commander of Pembroke
Castle declared for the king in March 1648. There were simultaneous risings
in Kent and Essex. In July a Scottish Presbyterian army under the Duke of
Hamilton crossed the border. Fairfax and Cromwell had to divide their forces,
and for five months there was fighting in South Wales, the Eastern Counties,
and Lancashire, until Cromwell was able to concentrate his forces and meet the
Scots at Preston on iyth August. Here and at Wigan and Warrington in the
following days he overthrew the Scottish army. Following up his success, he
marched north, crossed the Tweed (20th September 1648), and made an agree-
ment with the Duke of Argyll for maintenance of a common policy between the
Scots and English governments.

The soldiers, who had to bear the burden of politicians' bungling, laid the
responsibility for the Second Civil War upon Charles; and yet they heard,
while the war was still going on, of parliamentary commissions meeting the
king at Newport, Isle of Wight (i8th September 1648). The king offered, on
condition of restoration to the throne, to establish Presbyterianism for three
years and to surrender the control of the militia for twenty years. He wrote
privately, however, to a friend, " The great concession I made to-day, was made
in order to my escape/' The army did not know of this letter, but they were
determined anyhow to do away with this sovereign whom they now regularly
called "that man of blood." The answer of the army to the parliament's
negotiations with the king at Newport was the despatch by Fairfax and Cromwell
of troops, who took Charles from Newport to confinement in Hurst Castle,
Hampshire (ist December 1648) ; and of others under Colonel Pride, who, on
6th December, excluded 141 Presbyterian members from the House of Commons.
This left the House to a Rump of fifty or sixty Independent members, in full
co-operation with the army leaders. Cromwell, who was practically head of the
army, though only Lieutenant-General under General Fairfax, was also, alone
of the high officers, a member of the House.

On 23rd December (1648) King Charles was brought from Hurst Castle to
Windsor, Cromwell and the other army chiefs, except Fairfax who did nothing,
had decided that the king should die. It was exclusively an idea of the army, of
the rank and file and of the officers. Cromwell, himself, seems only to have
arrived very late at his decision, but when it was made he showed no hesitation.